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A History Lesson on Christian Stewardship
One lesson learned during thirty-six years of full time ministry is the church as a whole does not understand
stewardship.  Most people’s thoughts go immediately to money.  In fact some people say something like,
“All the church is interested in is money!”  They usefully take a well-known structured settlement
company’s slogan as their own, “It’s my money and I want it now.”  

Christian stewardship has a broader scope than simply giving money to the church.  Stewardship involves
every aspect of life.  If this is true what is the basis for a Christian’s giving of their time, talent as well as their
financial resources.  Let’s take a look at a passage most would not classify as having to do with stewardship. 
By the way, stewardship literally means to manage something for someone else. 

Genesis 1:26-28 says, 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.”

On this very first page of the Bible we see God in his creative power and wisdom entrusting all of creation
to the care and control of Adam and Eve.  As image bearers of God, they were commanded to be
productive, not just reproductive.  They were to fill the earth and subdue or control and manage it.  This
first couple was to exercise authority over the plants, animals, birds and every living thing.  However they
were never granted ownership.  God did not transfer ownership, but commanded them as stewards to take
care of all of creation.  Therefore their work, their relationship with the living God, their productivity and
the management of all of creation came with the responsibility of reflecting God’s good image. 

That is also our task, to reflect the good image of God in whose image we were created.  We have not been
granted ownership of our lives, but merely managerial status.  How is this shown in your everyday life
through your time, talent and resources?  Do you consult God as to how you are to be productive with
these resources?  I hope that will become a part of your prayer focus as you consider how to be a good
steward here at Troy First.

Blessings, 

Steve 



We have an amazing staff at First UMC!  They are devoted to a life of serving the members of our church.

They spend countless hours praying, studying, researching, listening, writing, publishing, teaching, leading, 

copying, getting up before dawn, setting up and taking down, shopping, organizing, ordering, counseling,

cooking, comforting, creating, practicing, repairing, replacing, fixing and putting out fires, just to name a

few of the many duties of those who serve our church. We are blessed because they give tirelessly and obey

the call of God on their lives.  Nothing would make the enemy of the church happier than to leave them

toiling alone and neglected.  

We want to let our staff know how much they are appreciated, and how much they mean to us, so please

join us on Sunday, November 17th for Staff Appreciation Sunday.  There will be a fellowship luncheon in their

honor immediately following the service.  The church will provide the meat, tea and rolls.  Please bring a

dish beginning with the first letter of your last name:  A-G bring desserts, H-S bring vegetables/casseroles, 

T-Z bring salads.  We encourage each of you to mark your calendar to be there to express your

appreciation.  The Staff-Parish Relations Committee

  The members of our staff are:
Emily Aaron, Nursery Worker

Joan Barron, Secretary

Cindy Boswell, Interim Pianist

Tim Catrett, Audio/Visual Technician

Mallory Conway, Nursery Worker

Carmen Cooper, Nursery Worker

Lyra Crapps, Interim Organist

Kathryn Delahunty, Nursery Worker

Amanda Ford, Chancel Choir Director

Joann Gibson, Daycare/Fellowship Meal Cook

Caitlin Jones, Nursery Worker

Deanna Lee, Nursery Worker

Courtney Little, Children’s Director

Kasandra Miller, Nursery Worker

Bobby Minton, Custodian

Kay Phillips, Assistant Daycare Director

Teresa Rodgers, Daycare Director

Dusty Taylor, Student Minister

Peyton Taylor, Program Director

Yvonne Williams, Nursery Worker

Steve Winton, Pastor

Mattie Woods, Nursery Worker



Within The Church Family
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Patsy Colley, Marie Davidson, Rosetta Walton,
Henry Wright, Patsy Hollis, Jimmy Spivey, Bill
Thompson, Ann Morgan, Nancy Harrell, victims of
recent natural disasters, those without enough to
eat (November prayer emphasis).

BUCKETS OF CHANGE
Please consider donating your spare change to our
Alabama Rural Ministry (ARM) Buckets of Change
campaign.  Donation buckets are located in the
round room and fellowship hall.  Money collected
will be given to the ARM ministry whose vision is to
transformed rural communities with sustainable
homes, strong families, and strategic community
partnerships for the glory of God.  For more
information contact the church office or Tom
Murphree.

TROY HEALTH AND REHAB
Please make your plans to join us this Saturday,
November 16th at 2:00 p.m. at Troy Health and
Rehab as we enjoy a time of music and fellowship
with the residents. Contact the church office or
Amanda Ford for more information.

INFORMAL COKESBURY SERVICE
Due to the covered dish luncheon this Sunday,
November 17th, the Informal Cokesbury Service will
be held in the Wesley-McCartha Men’s Classroom.

MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING
Sunday, November 17th • 9:30am • Sanctuary

“This is the confidence that we have in
approaching God; that If we ask anything

according to his will, 
he hears us.”  I John 5:14

TU CONCERT CHORALE

The College of Communication and Fine Arts

and the John M. Long School of Music

present

TROY UNIVERSITY CONCERT CHORALE

Dr. Diane Orlofsky, conductor

Behold, A Child is Born
Featuring music by Britten, Hovland,

Antognini, Busto, Hassler and Pinkham

Sunday, November 17th at 3:00pm

First United Methodist Church

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to those celebrating a 

December birthday!

3rd Miles Curtis

4th Richelle Jefcoat

Christian Catrett

7th Candy Shaughnessy

Abby Ford

10th Jolene Jordan

11th Jack Parmer

16th Max Owens

17th Hayes Curtis

18th Angela Johnson

20th Tim Catrett

25th Brianna Howard

27th Elizabeth Weed

28th Allen Blackmon

John Long

Regina Catrett

29th Cade Curtis

mailto:clittletroyfirst@yahoo.com


OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Please join the Ann Love Class again this year in providing filled shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
Decorative, pre-printed boxes and brochures are available in the fellowship hall and round room.  Filled boxes
should be turned in to the Ann Love classroom NO LATER than Sunday, November 17th.  You may make your
$9.00 contribution check to the church with Operation Christmas Child noted at the bottom.







Troy First will be partnering with FUMC Panama City to take a team to Uganda 
in the summer of 2020.  As of now the estimated cost will be $3500 to $4500 per person.  

We will be participating with Panama City in fundraisers to help lower the personal burden.  
Also, a scholarship has been gifted for individuals interested in going on this trip.  

If you feel called to go but the cost may be a deterrent, please contact 
Kenny Green at 672-1982 as soon as possible. 
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